Canadian Writing Programs
A concise, student-facing list of post-secondary routes for studying writing or creative writing in Canada
Focus: degree, certificate, diploma, and transfer-friendly options with a practical emphasis on accessibility.
	Quick note: some continuing studies certificates can be excellent, but funding and student-loan eligibility may differ from regular degree programs. Students should always check the current funding rules for their province and institution.



British Columbia
Most direct 'writing-first' options
University of Victoria - standalone Department of Writing, with undergraduate and graduate study.
UBC (Vancouver) - School of Creative Writing, with undergraduate programs and MFA options, including a distance MFA.
Kwantlen Polytechnic University - Creative Writing Department, with a BA Major and Minor.
Simon Fraser University - The Writer's Studio, a part-time Creative Writing Certificate through Continuing Studies; offered in Vancouver and online.
Vancouver Island University - Department of Creative Writing and Journalism, offering a BA Major and Minor in Creative Writing.
More accessible / lower-cost / transfer-friendly BC routes
Douglas College - strong Creative Writing Department, with university-transfer courses and an Associate of Arts in Creative Writing.
Capilano University - Associate of Arts Degree in Creative Writing; transfer-friendly and employer-recognizable as a provincial associate degree.
Camosun College - Creative Writing Certificate.
Selkirk College - Associate of Arts Degree in Creative Writing, plus a Liberal Arts Diploma in Creative Writing.
Okanagan College - Diploma in Writing and Publishing, blending creative writing, editing, and publishing skills.
UBC Okanagan - Major or Minor in Creative Writing through the Faculty of Creative and Critical Studies.
Ontario and Quebec
Very solid university degree programs in creative writing
Concordia University - BA in Creative Writing.
York University - Honours BA in Creative Writing.
OCAD University - Creative Writing as an undergraduate program; notably studio-art oriented.
University of Guelph - MFA in Creative Writing.
University of Toronto Scarborough - Major or Specialist in Creative Writing.
College-based / applied / accessible routes
Sheridan College - Honours Bachelor of Creative Writing & Publishing.
Humber Polytechnic - Creative Writing graduate certificate and an Honours Bachelor of Creative and Professional Writing.
Algonquin College - online part-time Creative Writing certificate.
George Brown College - Creative Writing certificate through continuing education.
Conestoga College - Creative Writing program through continuing education.
Dawson College - creative writing coursework/workshops through continuing education.
Atlantic Canada
New Brunswick
University of New Brunswick (Fredericton) - undergraduate Creative Writing as a major, minor, double major, or honours option; also graduate creative-writing pathways through English.
Mount Allison University - creative writing courses and workshop-based study within English.
Nova Scotia
Dalhousie University - BA and Minor in Creative Writing.
University of King's College - limited-residency MFAs in Fiction and Creative Nonfiction, plus online non-credit workshops.
St. Francis Xavier University - creative writing courses within English.
Newfoundland and Labrador
Memorial University - Diploma in Creative Writing, plus creative writing courses and non-degree access routes.
Prince Edward Island
UPEI - English-based route with some writing study, though not a clearly defined standalone creative writing program.
Prairies and North
Alberta
University of Calgary - Creative Writing Certificate through Continuing Education; undergraduate creative writing courses are also offered through English.
University of Alberta - Creative Writing and the WRITE Program, with a strong range of creative writing courses.
Mount Royal University - Creative Writing Minor.
MacEwan University - Creative Writing Minor, alongside creative writing course offerings in English.
Athabasca University - flexible online creative writing courses; useful for students needing distance options.
Manitoba
University of Winnipeg - Certificate in Writing.
University of Manitoba - Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture, plus graduate study in English with a creative writing option.
RRC Polytech / University of Winnipeg - joint communications route for students interested in applied writing and publishing-adjacent training.
Saskatchewan
University of Saskatchewan - Certificate in Creative Writing and MFA in Writing.
Yukon
Yukon University - creative writing courses such as WRIT 005 and CRWR 201; useful as course-based access, though not a full standalone writing program.
Special case
About Banff
Banff Centre - a real post-secondary institution in Alberta's system, but its arts training is largely non-credit professional development rather than a standard degree pathway. However, Banff Centre has played a vital role in Canadian writing—past and present—as a leading space for artistic development, bringing together emerging and established writers in an intensive, community-based environment that has shaped generations of literary voices.

Program structures change, so students should verify current details directly with each institution.
